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Age Scotland & Scottish Government Fund

Encouraging and Supporting Grassroots Activity (ESGA)

Application Form 

Funding for groups delivering community-based support for people living with dementia and unpaid carers.

Apply for grants between £3,000 and £15,000

Deadline for applications: 5pm on Friday 11th September 2026

Email address for submitting applications: DementiaGrants@agescotland.org.uk
	
This document contains the application form you will need to complete to apply to this fund.

Before submitting your application, you will need to read the separate guidance document outlining the eligibility criteria and what you will need to demonstrate in your application. 

Download the ESGA Guidance document on the Age Scotland website at: http://www.age.scot/ESGA




[bookmark: _Application_Form_1]
Application Form
In the following pages, there are questions to help us understand more about what your group currently does and the activity you would like us to fund. 
Please keep your answers within the word limit noted next to each question and complete the questions as clearly and concisely as possible.
The more you can demonstrate active involvement from people with lived experience of dementia in your application, the stronger your bid will be. This can include co-authoring with people in your community, including their perspectives and voices in your answers, or demonstrating the ways in which your proposal has been meaningfully shaped and informed by them. 
You are welcome to include additional attachments or links to any videos, photos, social media content, or other materials which evidence the work you do.
If you have any questions or would like to explore the option of doing your application as a video call, please get in touch with us and we would be happy to arrange a conversation.
For support with your application, you can contact us by email at DementiaGrants@agescotland.org.uk 
You can contact members of our team by phone on the numbers below.
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Zita Surjan 
Grants Officer

Tel. 0131 668 0338
1 

Rona Forbes
Grants Officer

Tel. 0131 287 5243





Section A: Your details
If you are applying as a collaborative bid, please select one group to lead on this bid and one person from this group to be the point of contact.  

Name of group or organisation:
	




Name and job title of main contact:
	




Address:
	








Email address:
	




Phone number:
	




Type of group/organisation and charity number (if applicable): 



Local Authority (please select from the dropdown list): 
Choose an item.


If you will be working with partners or communities across different local authorities, please detail this here:
	





	






























If submitting a collaborative bid, please list details for all partners. Please include type of organisation, address, and a primary contact for each partner:




Section B: About your group

Below are some questions about your group and your current work. It’s helpful for us to gather this information so that we can better understand which groups are applying to our programme. If submitting a collaborative bid, please include all partners in these answers. 
In the box below, please provide a brief summary of the aims of your group and your current activities. Please only include the work you currently do, not what you are applying to do.
(up to 150 words / up to 300 words for collaborative bids)
	




Are you or any of the application partners an Age Scotland community member group? Yes ☐ No ☐

Are you or any of the application partners a member of Age Scotland’s Scottish Dementia Friendly Communities Network? Yes ☐ No ☐

Are you or any of the application partners currently recognised as a Meeting Centre by Meeting Centres Scotland? (please select from drop down menu)  Choose an item. 	

Have you or any of the application partners previously applied to our ESGA fund?	 Yes ☐ No ☐

If yes to the above question, have you or any of the application partners previously been awarded ESGA funding? Yes ☐ No ☐

If so, please state which year(s): 




Where did you hear about this funding opportunity? 




Section C: Your application

Q1: Please provide a very brief description of what you are applying to do, including which community you will be working with. You will be able to expand on this information throughout the rest of the application. 
(Up to 100 words)

	





Q2: What type of activity will your funding contribute to? (Please select all that apply)

☐ Befriending				
☐ Community gatherings / general social opportunities
☐ Health and wellbeing activity (such as movement sessions, outdoor activity etc)
☐ Reminiscence activity						
☐ Training or awareness raising 		
☐ Creative activity (such as arts sessions, music sessions etc)			
☐ Intergenerational work	
☐ Respite or support for unpaid carers
☐ Community transport	
☐ Trips or outings
☐ Other


If other, please specify: 




Q3: Do you plan to work with any of the following groups? (please select all that apply)

☐ Rural or remote communities		☐ Ethnic minority communities
☐ Communities of multiple deprivation	☐  LGBTQI+ communities
☐ People with protected characteristics under the Equality Act 2010 

Please use the box below to expand on this if needed:	






Q4: Is this activity a new project or an extension of your existing work? (please select from drop-down):   Choose an item.


Q5a: Please tell us more about what you are applying to do and which community you plan to work with. Please include:
· How you will deliver your planned activities with your community over the 12-month funding period.
· How you will utilise any existing or new partnerships or networks to deliver or support the work. 
 (Up to 500 words)
	

















Q5b: If you are a current grant holder of Age Scotland ESGA funding, please explain how this proposal will build on the impact of existing or upcoming activity. 
Please leave this question blank if it is not applicable to you.
(up to 400 words)
	















Q6: Please describe and evidence the need and desire for this activity within your community. 
It will be helpful to show how you have worked with your community to identify local gaps in support and inform your proposal. 
(Up to 400 words) 
	













Q7: What benefits will this activity have for people living with dementia and/or unpaid carers? Please specify the outcomes you will be working towards. 
For example, you may be working to: 
· Improve health and wellbeing of people with lived experience of dementia
· Reduce social isolation and loneliness for people with lived experience of dementia
· Address local gaps in support for people with lived experience of dementia
(up to 400 words)
	

























Q8: Please describe the ways in which people with lived experience of dementia will be encouraged to be actively and meaningfully involved in your activities. For example, ongoing involvement in decisions about the way the activity is delivered. 
Any evidence that you can include (e.g. photos, testimonies) that demonstrates how this proposal has been informed by the voices of people with lived experience in your community will help to strengthen your application. 
(up to 400 words)
	


















Q9: How will this funding contribute to the sustainability and future development of your work? 
This could be through strengthening partnerships, building stronger links into the community, or other developments to your existing work that will help with resilience beyond the 12-month funding period.
(up to 400 words) 
	
















Q10: Please provide a bullet-point timeline of your proposal over the 12-month funded period, (from 1st April 2027 to 31st March 2028), including any recruitment timescales, activity start-dates, and other key milestones.
(up to 200 words) 
	













Section D: Finance
Below, please provide an itemised budget breakdown of the full 12 months costs and a description to explain how you arrived at your costs. The costs you can apply for are outlined in the guidance document.
If you would prefer, you can submit your budget as an attachment alongside your application instead.
As we are anticipating a high demand for this fund, we are open to part-funding applications. If part-funding is feasible for your project, please note this in your budget and financial narrative. Please specify which areas you would be open to being part-funded if full funding is not available.
If you are submitting a collaborative bid, please specify the costs that are being allocated to each group’s activities. We may come back to you with questions about your budget, so we are all clear about it.
You can expand the cost budget table as necessary.
	
Total amount of funding you are requesting:
	
£


	How have you arrived at these costs?
















	Cost
	Amount budgeted

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Section E: Declaration
All partners involved in this application must sign and date this declaration before submitting.
By signing this declaration, you agree to the following:
· You are authorised by your organisation to submit this application and accept the terms and conditions on your organisation’s behalf
· All information included in this application is true and complete
· The grant-holding organisation has a bank account with two signatories and will be able to provide a bank statement that is less than three months old to verify this (to be provided if application is successful)
· The answers in your application will be shared with Age Scotland’s lived experience panel members during our assessment process
If awarded a grant from Age Scotland, you agree to keep to the standard terms of grant described below and any further terms and conditions set out in the grant notification letter:
· The funded work will be completed within a 12-month timescale between 1st April 2027 and 31st March 2028
· You will submit six-monthly finance and progress reports to Age Scotland
· You will follow communications guidance from Age Scotland around branded materials and promotion of your funded activity
· You will be a member of Age Scotland’s Scottish Dementia Friendly Communities (DFC) Network 
Funding not spent within the timeframe outlined may be subject to clawback. 
Privacy Statement
Age Scotland is committed to protecting and respecting your privacy. The information you provide on this grant application form will be held securely. For more information about Age Scotland privacy practices please visit our website https://www.ageuk.org.uk/scotland/help/privacy-policy/ or Tel: 0333 323 2400.
 
Signed:                                                  	
Position:                                       		Date:      
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